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WHAT DOES PRAECLARUM MEAN? 


What Royce used to say was that if a job was done as it ought to be done, it was noble. It was 
his friend Eric Gill, the stone carver who changed the words into Latin and carved them into a 
wall face in Royce's house. 


So Praeclarum is Gill's Latin word for Royce's word "noble". 
This was Royce's motto, to be sure. It was the abiding principle of his life and it shows in all 
his work. He would never rest while a thing could be done better, until in the end, "noble" 
comes to mean: Best in the World. 
We have called our Magazine Praeclarum. 

So we have taken Royce's word and used it for our Name. 
If this is not to be a monumental piece of cheek, "Praeclarum" must be OUR guiding principle: 
we must make this magazine "noble" as Royce understood the word. Anything less would be 


unworthy. The responsibility rests more upon some of us than upon others, but ultimately it must 
rest to some degree upon every member of the Rolls-Royce Owners Club of Australia. 


It will be no better than we, together, make it. 
So it is your duty as an Owner to do whatever lies within your capabilities. 
It may be you can write, or draw or send photographs or articles of interest you have seen. May 


one speak of money? Printing only 476 copies it is not possible to get a magazine really worthy 
of the name PRAECLARUM for 60 cents, and some of our members may not be able to afford more. 


Is there any interest among Members to start a Praeclarum Fund? 


PRAECLARVM 


The literal translation of this Latin word is variously given as "outstanding", 
"pre-eminent", "of noble lineage", "nobility" et cetera. 


The word was also used in the motto adopted by Sir Henry Royce: 


"QVIDVIS RECTE FACTVM QVAMVIS HVMILE PRAECLARVM" 
Whatever is rightly done, however humble, is noble. 


THE FIRST ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS' MEETING 


AND WHAT LED UP TO IT 


by SEP HALL 


The inaugural meeting of the Club took place in the office of 
Mr. Des Collings-Power in the Mercantile Mutual Building in June 


L356. 


Eighteen gentlemen here listed were present. 


George Green 


made it to the building but unfortunately couldn't get in to the meeting. 
Those present were Messrs. G. Chandler, D.F. Collings-Power, 

Re Rerguson,B jk. D. Gillings hk sGrant, Eob.S. Ball, Loke Hunt, 
K.E. Kemp, S8.M. Kemp, J. McNamara, S. Nash, J. Nevell, W. 
Nevell, O.A. Purchase, P.M. Samuels, G. Sevenoaks, M.M. Tingle, 


D.A. Wilson. 


1956 was an important year, the international 
situation was explosive, costs were high, wages 
low, jobs hard to get, employer-employee 
relationships were tense and in every possible 
way, the country was on the road to ruin and 
perdition, but the really important thing was 
that this was the year I acquired my first Rolls- 
Royce, a 1932 20/25 Park Ward Saloon, two- 
tone grey and black, bought of 
course from the inevitable and 
eternal George Sevenoaks. 

When the family were 
in bed, I would sneak out in- 
to the garage to gaze lovingly 
upon her, to sit in the driver's 
seat and finger the controls 
and read the instruction book 
and to look with awe-struck 
eyes on those magnificent 
diagrams. Of course I drove 
it and during my peregrina- 
tions around Eastwood | saw 
one day to my amazement a 
lean and hawklike figure 
driving a roller-skate type 
Rolls-Royce, a tourer with 
an air of ecstacy and gay aban- 
don. Naturally it didn't take us long to get 
together and this turned out to be none other 
than John McNamara and his "Lady", a 1923 
Silver Ghost with Windover body. 

We swapped cars for short drives and 
swapped stories and one fine Saturday he drove 
round in his "Lady" to tell me of the efforts 
of Paul Samuels, aided by Des Collings-Power to 
get Rolls-Royce Owners together to form a Club. 
Vintage Rolls-Royce cars were then rather 
rare, and anyone who drove one was regarded 
by most people as a kind of crank. 


SEP HALL 
FIRST PRESIDENT 


Paul Samuels worked diligently to round up 
owners or those who knew one or whose brother, 
sister or uncle knew one, and a meeting was duly 
convened. 


THE FIRST MEETING 

Once arrived we all looked rather 
sheepishly at one 
another, curious to 
see what other Rolls- 
Royce owners looked 
like, and we were 
happy to find our- 
selves comfortable in 
the company of others 
who were owners and 
drivers. 


Perhaps because of my 
grey hair (it was grey even 
then) Paul and Des asked me 
if | would chair the meeting, 
and after a minimum show of 
modesty, I accepted with 
alacrity. 

Well, there we were. Nobody knew 
everybody, so the first thing we did was to 
introduce ourselves, including addresses and 
occupations. Next thing, what to do? Why the 
meeting? Where do we go from here? We de- 
cided we were all impressed with the excellence 
of the marque, the famous Name, and had a 
desire to see it perpetuated, and the desire to 
emphasise recognition of quality rather than mass 
production and the jelly-mould issue of yearly 
models of motor cars. p> 


This article will be followed by others on the first meetings in the Branches and the first 


Federal Council Meeting. 
Minutes, badge drawings and the like. 


It may be possible to print facsimiles of important letters, foundation 


THE FIRST MEETING (Continued) 
"These were the beginnings. 


an even more spectacular future.” 


We decided we needed a Constitution 
and we appointed a steering committee to go 
into ways and means. We decided on the first 
run, a picnic to Kurrajong, which was held a 
few weeks later. George Green made no mis- 
take this time, he was there bright and early 
resplendent in 601. Eight cars turned up. 


THE CLUB BADGE 

We discussed a club badge. We de- 
cided we would have to have the name "Rolls- 
Royce" in the name of the club, and for this 
we would need the sanction of Rolls-Royce in 
England, so we wrote a suitable and respectful 
letter to this effect, and in due course back 
came their reply saying they would have no 
objection, indeed they were rather disposed to 
favour it. It was precisely the kind of letter 
one would expect from the Company. Doubt- 
less it is preserved in the Archives. (If it is, I 
should be glad to publish it in fascimile - Ed). 
We were also told there would be no objection 
to a club badge which was similar to but not 
the same as the immortal emblem. 

In the meantime of course a number of 
sketches were submitted, various designs brought 
forward and examined in minute detail. The 
final design which has subsequently been adop- 
ted throughout Australia was the brain child of 
Kevin Kemp. We haven't seen much of Kevin 
for some years, but the Club will always be 
indebted to him for this badge. 

These were the beginnings. This was 
the first meeting. Perhaps others have diff- 
erent recollections, but one thing is certain, 
none of us ever imagined that in 11 years the 
Club would grow to the extent it has and would 
attract the support and interest of so many 
people. 

So far, excellent. Here's looking for- 
ward to an even more spectacular future. O 


This was the first meeting 
us imagined the growth that would ensue 


... None of 
.. Here's looking forward to 


THE FIRST ROLLS-ROYCE 
OWNERS! CLUB PRESIDENT 


Brief biographical notes on Mr. E.L.S. Hall, 
known as "Sep". 

Sep Hall is a solicitor, being a senior 
partner in Hall and Hall of St. James’ Hall, 
Phillip Street, Sydney and he has always had a 
keen interest in veteran and classic cars, parti- 
cularly Rolls-Royces. He has owned a 1932 
20/25, 1938 25/30, 1950 Silver Dawn and now 
owns 1934 Phantom Ii Barker coupe de ville. 
This car has been extensively and beautifully 
restored, and Sep gives much of the credit for 
this to Ron Ferguson of Belrose, veteran and 
vintage restorers. 

Over the years Sep has given a tremen- 
dous amount of time to civic and civil activities. 
Back in 1948 he was Mayor of Ryde and has 
repeated this on a number of occasions since. 

He was first an Alderman of the City thirty years 
ago. He is, or has been Patron of about a dozen 
organisations covering many sports, scouting and 
theatrical entertainment, and has been President 
or Vice President of several others with similar 
objects. In his professional work, he has been 
consultant to Local Government and Shires 
Associations of N.S.W. and solicitor to the 
Local Government Electricity Association of 
N.S.W.; and lecturer in Local Government Law 
and Practice, Sydney University. 

In the Rolls-Royce Owners Club he 
presided over its first-ever meeting, and was 
first President. He wrote the original draft of 
the N.S.W. Constitution which has since been 
adopted virtually unchanged by each successive 
State Branch as Branch Rules. He had, as he 
puts it "a fair bit to do with the drawing of the 
Federal Constitution". He has been a dis- 
tinguished owner, who in the four cars he has 
owned has upheld and strengthened the aims and 
objects of our Club. O 


A UNIQUE ROLLS-ROYCE, THE SIX-CYLINDER THIRTY-HORSEPOWER 


No doubt many have dreamed of being the one to discover a pre-Ghost Rolls-Royce. 


If it 


also happened to be the only one of its type still in existence, one could hope to be instantly rich 


and famous. 


Here is what it is really like - - - 


by GAVIN SAN DFORD-MORGAN 


Most people interested in early Rolls- 
Royce motor cars will be familiar with the dis- 
covery in South Australia in 1956, of what still 
appears to be the sole remaining 6-cylinder 30 
h.p. Rolls-Royce. This story first appeared in 
the "Veteran Car in South Australia" which was 
most ably edited by George Brooks. 

He cajoled me into jotting down some 
notes, which | did rather light-heartedly, never 
expecting that they would later appear in 
Elizabeth Nagle's "Old Cars the World Over", 
and in the ultimate authority on the subject, 
C.W. Morton's "History of Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars". It has caused me to wish I had written 
in a more responsible manner. 

It has been suggested that I might add 
some notes on events which preceded the prev- 
iously published account, together with other 
events which have taken place since. 

Early in 1956, rumours had been circula~ 
ting amongst the cognoscenti about the remains 
of an old Rolls-Royce which was supposed to be 
in the Virginia district, about 15 miles north of 
Adelaide. Rumours even went so far as to say 
that the engine was a 6-cylinder with three 
separate blocks. We of the same cognoscenti 
naturally discounted this information, which of 
course COULDN'T POSSIBLY be true. It must 
be a Silver Ghost, or possibly a Twenty. Prob- 
ably of no real interest anyway. 

It was left to Len Vigar to actually go 
and start looking for it. Unfortunately I was un- 
able to accompany him on the particular day in 
question, but a systematic search by Len and 
Laurie Vinali assisted by Gordon Haverland, 
enabled them to track down the "old chap who 
has got an old Rolls-Royce" in Virginia. There 
Len and Laurie found the remains on a Tomato 
Farm right on the Main Port Wakefield Road. 

It certainly was a Rolls-Royce, it certainly was 
a 6-cylinder Rolls-Royce and the engine cer- 
tainly did consist of three separate blocks of 2- 
cylinders each. 

Here then was a discovery to rival any- 
thing which Pompeii, the Valley of the Kings, or 
the mountains of Peru had disclosed. Here was 
the sole remaining survivor of an historic Rolls- 
Royce model! long thought to be extinct. 

Since Len Vigar had been the instigator, 
Laurie Vinall magnanimously stepped out of the 
picture at this stage, leaving Len to carry on 
negotiations for the purchase. 

In view of some little experience [ had 
had in rebuilding a 1910 Silver Ghost, No. 1425, 
in the course of which I had acquired the hard 
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way some little knowledge on the subject, and a 
large collection of early Rolls-Royce parts, Len 
Vigar discussed the 30 h.p. with me. 

The upshot was that we entered into ne- 
gotiations together and after some bartering Len 
and I shortly thereafter became the joint owners 
of the 30 h.p. We then removed the remains to 
Len's farm at Eden Valley. 

The previous owner, incidentally had 
bought the car in 1939 from a Motor Firm in 
Adelaide named Auto Cars Ltd., of Grote Street, 
just off Victoria Square. Nobody knew when or 
how the car had first appeared in Adelaide, but 
it certainly had competed in the first Veteran 
Rally in 1934, wearing a non-original body. 
Understandably enough, in that day and age it 
was just regarded as an old Rolls-Royce, of no 
particular merit. 

Once we got the 30 h.p. back to Eden 
Valley, we surveyed the heap of assorted pieces 
we had acquired, and, the initial excitement 
having now abated somewhat, tried to make a 
realistic assessment of what would be involved in 
carrying out a proper restoration. 

The chassis itself was reasonably com- 
plete, including springs, running board brackets, 
and front and rear axles complete with decaying 
wheels. The gearbox was partially dismantled, 
but appeared reasonably complete except that 
the change-mechanism was missing completely. 

Other missing parts included the radiator, 
the bulk head, the entire ignition system, 
the carburettor and induction system, all water 
pipes and manifolding, all controls and instru- 
ments, and the front of the timing gear housing. 
Missing also were part of the steering column, 
the steering wheel and all controls, while the 
steering box was in a very advanced state of 
decay, the aluminium housing of the box being 
badly corroded. 

The basic engine itself was reasonably 
complete, as was the clutch and most of the 
transmission, but many of the smaller parts were 
either missing or damaged beyond repair. 

It soon became apparent that few if any 
of my collection of Silver Ghost parts would fit 
the 30 h.p. and we were unable to obtain any 
detailed information of the unusual and com- 
plicated ignition system, the induction system or 
the carburettor. 

The result of our survey, therefore, was 
that we realised we would have an extremely 
difficult job to carry out a reasonable restora- 
tion, and that it would be virtually impossible 
for us to carry out the sort of restoration which D> 


UNIQUE ROLLS-ROYCE (Continued) 


this unique motor car deserved. We also began 
to realise that a restoration of this magnitude 
would probably be beyond our joint financial re- 
sources, and even if we felt we could have 
financed it, we could not see how we could jus- 
tify the expenditure of the amount of money in- 
volved in a Veteran Car, no matter how unique. 
This line of thinking may seem unrealis- 
tic today, with the enormous changes which 
have taken place in the world of Veteran Cars, 
and their market values in particular, but of 
course it is always easy to be wise after the event. 
At about this time we received a letter 
from Mr. S.E. Sears, a leading British authority 
and personality in the world of old Rolls-Royce 
motor cars, who asked whether we would be 
interested in selling the 30 h.p. tohim. We 
replied that we were not and considered the 


matter closed. He continued to write occasionally 


and he was able to help me with some of my 
Silver Ghost problems, so that when I found it 
possible to spend some weeks in England in the 
summer of 1957, I was invited by Mr. Sears to 
visit his house and see his magnificent collection 
of cars. In particular | was very keen to see his 
20 h.p. Rolls-Royce, which of course, is 
virtually a 4-cylinder version of the 30 h.p. car, 
or if you like the 30 h.p. is a 6-cylinder version 
of the 20h.p. I had also heard, and now had it 
confirmed that Mr. Sears had used parts of two 
cars to build this one 20 h.p., and therefore had 
a considerable number of 20 h.p. parts left over. 
In the course of our discussions | tried very hard 
to obtain some of the parts we needed for the 

30 h.p., but he was politely adamant in 

refusing to sell any parts on the basis that he 
might always need them for his own 20 h.p. He 
was also hopeful that one day he might locate 
and obtain a 30 h.p., either ours or another 
which might still exist somewhere in the world. 

After I returned to Australia Mr. Sears 
continued to correspond with us over the next 18 
months or so, suggesting various ways in which 
we might be persuaded to pass the 30 h. p. car 
over to him, if not on the basis of a straight out 
purchase, then on the basis of an exchange for 
one of his other cars, or some similar alternative 
arrangement. 

Looking at the whole matter as objectively 
as we could Len and I realised that we would 
eventually have to make a difficult decision. On 
the one hand, both for financial reasons and also 
because we would find it difficult to obtain the 
necessary technical information, we would find 
it difficult if not impossible to make a reasonable 
job of restoring the 30 h.p. to reasonable work- 
ing order, let alone carrying out a proper 
restoration to original condition. On the other 


hand, in Mr. Sears we had someone who was the 
acknowledged expert on the subject, and who 
had shown that he had the means, both financial 
and technical to carry out first class restorations 
of early Rolls-Royce cars. His outstanding 
achievements in this field already included the 
superb restoration of the original Silver Ghost 
itself, which he carried out for Rolls-Royce Ltd. 
and his restoration of his own 20 h.p. car. 

He had ready access to all remaining 
Rolls-Royce records, he had already located and 
received assistance from many old Rolls-Royce 
employees, he had the benefit of all the 
research he had done on the 20h.p. car. He 
also had the unique assistance of his stock of 20 
h.p. parts, together with his ability to use 
components of his restored 20 h. p. as patterns 
for parts missing from the 30 h.p. 

It was therefore apparent that if a first-class 
restoration of the 30 h.p. car was going to be 
carried out Mr. Sears was probably the only man 
who could do it properly. That this unique car had 
to be restored properly was really a matter beyond 
question and to a certain extent this did tend to 
simplify our problem. 

From this point of view it seemed 
logical and desirable that we should pass the car 
over to Mr. Sears, particularly if we put the 
interests of Rolls-Royce enthusiasts in general 
before our own natural desire to retain and re- 
store this unique car. On the other hand we 
also felt we had a duty to our fellow enthusiasts 
in Australia in general, and in South Australia 
in particular to try to keep the car in this 
country. 

After much though and discussion, and 
further correspondence with Mr. Sears, we 
finally reached a decision. We agreed that we 
would sell the 30 h.p. car to Mr. Sears for 
what at that stage was quite a modest sum, and 
on todays values would be considered a quite 
insignificant amount. 

The conditions of this sale, agreed to in 
writing by Mr. Sears, were that Mr. Sears 
agreed to restore the car completely at his own 
expense, in retum for which he has the use of 
the car during his lifetime. Mr. Sears agreed 
to re-sell the car to us at a specific amount, 
slightly in excess of what he paid for it, on his 
death, or if he should wish to dispose of it 
earlier. We, in turn, agreed not to sell the car 
outside Australia when it eventually comes back 
into our possession. 

This seemed at the time to be the best 
compromise we could reach, and we still 
believe we acted in the best interests of all 
concerned in entering into this agreement with 
Mr. Sears. In this way the car is restored in 
the best possible way by the best possible 
person, who not only has the pleasure and 
satisfaction of the restoration, but then has the D> 
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use of the car for the rest of his lifetime, if he 
so desires. The car in its restored condition 
eventually comes back to Australia, while the 
sum paid by Mr. Sears represents a form of 
insurance, in case any calamity should over- 
come the car during its sojourn in England and 
its journeys back and forth. 

It is interesting to note that we 
apparently did not over-estimate the difficulties 
of restoration, since even Mr. Sears has stated 
that it has been a much more difficult, lengthy 
and expensive restoration than he originally 
anticipated. This has been shown by the length 
of time which even he with all his facilities 


has taken to complete the restoration. Photo- 
graphs sent to me by Mr. Sears showing various 
stages in the restoration clearly show the 
magnificent job he has achieved. The long job 
has now been completed and a very handsome 
two seater body built for the car. 


Excellent colour photographs of the fully restored 
car have appeared in the Summer 1966 issue of the 
“Automobile Quarterly” and in the opinion of Len 
Vigar and myself conclusively prove the wisdom of 
passing the 30 h.p. over to Mr. Sears for its revival 
and restoration. Knowing the difficulties he has had 
to face, | have no doubt that this is his most out- 
standing achievement in a long line of first-class 
restorations of rare and desirable early motor cars. 


In conclusion may | suggest that the original discovery of this car should serve as a model and a spur 
to all Veteran and Vintage car detectives, particularly those of us who tend to disbelieve some of 


the stories we hear. 0 


C.W. MORTON .... 
Here are two extracts from Mr. Morton's book. 


First. This was chassis No. 26355, 
fourth only in numerical order of the thirty 
seven made and this was one of the chassis which 
suffered crank failure (whilst R had it on test 
from Cooke Street). Finally after salvage 
(which is described fully on page 365 of Mr. 
Morton's book - Ed) it was delivered to its first 
owner, Mrs. Tate of 1 Sloane Court, London, 
on 6.2.1906. It then passed to Sir John Barren 
of Sawley Hill, Ripon, Yorkshire, and was last 
shown in Company records as owned by James 
Hunt of Victory Place, Rodney Road, London, 
and also of West Hill Putney. It was still in 
England in 1915 and considerable sums had been 
expended on its repair and modernisation during 
twelve visits to R-R repair depots spanning the 
years 1906-1915. When it was shipped to 
Australia we do not know, but its tomato farmer 
owner bought it circa 1941. 

Second (discussing the problems facing 
Messrs. Vigar and Sandford-Morgan): No 
drawings, no old-timers who still had knowledge 
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and memory to help solve the myriad problems, 
no similar chassis to investigate and no spares. 
I was privileged to see the parts on their arrival 
in England. It was clear to me that only a 
Rolls-Royce enthusiast with undaunted courage 
(and some authentic spares of the correct period 
and the unrivalled knowledge and experience in 
restoring early Rolls-Royce cars possessed by 
the new owner) would have embarked upon its 
restoration with any feeling of optimism. 
Assistance was forthcoming from the appro- 
priate quarters, apprentices and their super- 
visors at the Rolls-Royce works at Crewe and 
Derby, and old hands at the Rolls-Royce 
Service Depot at Hythe Road Willesden London, 
all co-operated under the guiding and persuas- 
ive hand of Mr. Sears, and finally that opti- 
mism was justified and the resurrected engine 
came to life in May 1962. Only those who 
have brought a veteran engine to life after a 
long struggle can appreciate those moments, 
and only those who have experienced it know 
that this is only the beginning of the final 

phase of "getting her right". 0 


SIX-CYLINDER THIRTY HORSEPOWER 


The author with the recovery . 
( vehicle. The car as found. 
Photos G. Brooks 


Above and below: parts as 
unpacked in England. It 
may be seen that the chas- 
sis frame had become sev- 
erely bent on the voyage. 


Photos S. Sears 


< 
j % 


See article next page 


Top Right hand comer: Eric Rainsford and his 1912 Silver Ghost 1853 E. Photo F.M. Robinson 
Other pictures: Restoration of the 6-cylinder 30 HP in England (S. Sears) 


ERIC RAINSFORD 

This has to be Eric Rainsford's year. The 
man of the year with the car of the year. (Sil- 
ver Ghost Chassis No. 1853 E which won the 
Vidler Shield and the Outright Concours Prize) 
and he - the Federal President. 


So to know him better --- 


Eric is a self-made man, and as in 
everything he does, this shows the stamp of the 
professional. 

Though he looks a lot younger, and his 
wife Beryl makes you think he must be younger 
still, it is 51 years since he first saw the bright 
sunlight of Adelaide. He went to public 
schools for his primary and secondary technical 
education, then he worked for General Motors- 
Holdens, first in the Engineering and then in the 
Supply Department as a Technical Officer. 

Then in 1944 he came to the conclusion 
that he could make money if he could organise 
some capital. His first product was a dental 
drill for the services, in fact lots of them. 
Since then, nobody could say how many dif- 
ferent products he has planned and made, and 
from then till now he has shown a very high 
degree of manufacturing ingenuity and he has 
about him a staff other exceptionally clever 
process Engineers. 

He introduced metal venetians to 
Australia, and then, via car venetians he went 
into the automobile industry. He sold the blind 
business in 1958. Now his products include, 
rolled sections, pressed parts, sheet metal items, 
seat belts, window washers, mirrors, sunvisors, 
and, if you took away all the Rainsford-made 
parts from a certain very popular car, it would 
look very funny. 

The present factory at St. Marys 
eimploys 150 souls, (Souls ? Oh, I see - St. 
Marys: souls). 

When the Rolls-Royce Owners Club 
chose him to be State and Federal President, it 
was following a respectable tradition. Eric has 
held these same offices in the Venetian Blind 
Association of Australia. He has been President 
of the Veteran Car Section of the Sporting Car 
Club of South Australia and President of Scotch 
College Fathers' Association, also Chairman of 
International Service Committee of Mitcham 
Rotary Club. 

Beryl must be one of the Club's very 
nicest wives, wouldn't you agree? Their eldest 
son Ral has been active at many of our Rallies, 
and he's with father in the business as manager 
of one of the subsidiary Companies. Second 
son Dean just engaged will soon be joining the 
business after years with the Sales Division of 
British Tube Mills. Daughter Julie has been 
head prefect of Presbyterian Girls College and 
is a notable competition swimmer. The last 


son, Gary has yet to make his mark outside the 
walls of Scotch College, but if there's one 
thing he likes doing most it's helping Dad 
restore a veteran Car. 

Eric has a hobby. Go on = you guess. 
Motors cars, as he puts it "in various stages of 
rust or restoration". Included Silver Shadow, 
two 1912 Silver Ghosts® 300 SEL Mercedes, 1903 
Oldsmobile® 1902 and 1903 De Dion Bouton® 
1912 Clement Bayard® 1913 BSA® 1912 A-type 
Vauxhaul® 1910 Halliday, 1910 and 1922 Ford, 
1921 Steyer, 1912 Fiat, 1934 Morgan® 1948 TC 
MG, 1933 Pierce Arrow, 1927 Franklin, 1918 
Dodge, 1924 Citroen, 1928 Boat tailed Essex, 
1927 Chandler, 1927 Sunbeam, 1925 Ceirano, 
1933 Chrysler, 1929 Austin Seven® 

The Shadow and the 300 SEL are in no 
need of restoration. Those marked ® are re- 
stored and each is a Concours winner, some 
being National Winners, including the, now 
well-known 1912 Silver Ghost tourer. 

At the moment, he has two more 
veteran Ghosts on the stocks receiving the 
Rainsford highly professional restoration treat- 
ment. One is owned by Member Lance O'Neil. 
To his friends who are working hard to restore 
cars, Eric is incredibly kind. He has fantastic 
resources at St. Marys, which have been at the 
disposal of certain lucky people, and often, 
when he is making something for his own car, 
he will also make a couple for two friends he 
knows are lacking the same piece. Then, 
when the time comes to discuss price, he 
becomes just for once, very vague and un- 
businesslike. Usually he is very businesslike; 
he has to be. He believes in being happy and 
communicating happiness and he knows that 
to communicate happiness to some people, the 
best way is help with a meritorious restoration. 0 


ADVERTISEMENT 


FOR SALE 


DOES YOUR SILVER GHOST LACK 
GREASE NIPPLES? DUE TO AN 
ERROR INVOLVING AN EXTRA 
NOUGHT IN AN ORDER MR. E.R. 
RAINSFORD HAS A QUANTITY 
FOR SALE AT 38c EACH. 


APPLY TO HIM AT 164, GREENHILL 
ROAD, PARKSIDE, S.A. TELEPHONE 
DAY 76 7922, EVENING 71 2036. 
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THE 9TH RALLY ALBURY 1967 


THANKS PATRICK & FELLOW VICTORIANS 

Everybody reads this Magazine. Well 
they do, don't they? 

So how to write about the Albury Rally: 
the things those who were there would most like 
to remember; the things those who weren't would 
be most interested to hear about. Yet, so it 
would still seem to have some point if we took 
it up in our withered hands in 2040 -- they 
won't? Well, someone else's plump young hands 
in 2040. 

Patrick Kane-White: personally organis- 
ing every least detail his very own self it seems. 
Hear Graeme Soderland on the subject - "That is 
not the right one - Yes, Yes, I am sure the 
dinner tickets are here, no, not in that parcel - 
Yes, I'll take the call - No that folder is not 
finished. - Yes lunch later, thank you. - Please 
just wait one moment - No leave that --- ". So 
true, yet, in the end all came out marvellously 
well and only Patrick's system suffered. 

James Kelso, the picture of relaxation, 
the genial Federal President, happy to see all his 
friends and isn't that everybody? 

Eric Rainsford engrossed, but not com- 
pletely, in preparing his one - car Grand Slam, 
the Concours, the Vidler Shield and to be 
President Elect. 


All those old and new friends there is 
never enough time to have a decent chat with 
or, sometimes, even to greet properly. 

Cars: that extraordinary Mini-Rolls 
(what was it called - Rolls-Bantam? I wonder 
why?) of Claude Mason's. The fantastically 
restored PI of Donald Sheil II RC. The experi- 
mental PIII: what a pity we didn't ask to see 
the experimentals. The special pleasure of 
seeing the Gurney Nutting PII again. The -- 
but the list would be too long, and different for 
each person. 

Terence Donovan O'Reilly Bruce: arch- 
funster, his Rolls-Royce walking stick with 
three note bulbhorn and Flying Lady handgrip, 
and his fantastic engine stethoscope. 

The wonderful informal buffet dinner 
and, next morning the usual chaotic marshalling 
of the procession. Probably part of the pleasure 
of it? The procession itself, which unbelievably, 
stayed in one piece. Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars as far as the eye could see. A gladsome 
sight. The showground, cars quickly and 
smoothly marshalled into long lines. What a 
lot of Bentleys. Take as many pictures as 
possible, talk to as many members as possible, 
watch the "Georgekhana" events (shall we 
compete?), look in bonnets over judges 
shoulders, smiling apologies to others waiting to 
take a picture, 
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Back to the Boomerang Motel where 
those beautiful people, Mr. & Mrs. Tom 
Pearsall, the proprietors, had prepared a most 
wonderful dinner for us all. 

The sudden sobering clutch at the heart 
of those who have to make a speech. The din- 
ner, the wines, surely the most tightly packed 
dinner yet? But, somehow, at the end, every- 
one fed and drunk - is that the correct tense? 
The speeches, not so bad after all, the prize- 
giving - Eric, Eric, Eric, Little by Little, the 
lot. And he makes a jolly good speech too. 
The delightful little stick-pin Silver Lady 
souvenirs, the scatter of remarkable plastic 
replica mascots. All in all, a remarkable 
National Rally. 

THANK YOU VICTORIANS. 


THE OFFICIAL PROGRAMME 

Friday 9th June 1967 2 p.m. Federal 
Council Meeting in Boomerang Hotel/Motel. 
From 5 p.m. onwards, the Victoria Branch's 
welcoming party in the Boomerang. 

Saturday 10th June 9.45 a.m.: assemble 
in Union Road alongside the Boomerang. Move 
off and travel along the Hume Highway to 
Rutherglen via Wodonga and Brown's Plains. 

1 a.m. arrive at All Saints Vineyard. 
12.30 to 1 p.m. arrive Corowa, halt for lunch- 
eon, after lunch return to Albury on the northern 
side of the River Murray, with a short pause at 
Howlong. 7 p.m. Informal dinner in the 
Boomerang. Bar open beforehand. After dinner 
members' slides and films. 

Sunday 11th June 10.15 a.m. assembly 
in Union Road. 11 a.m. start of drive through 
Albury and on to Showgrounds for barbecue 
luncheon provided by the Quota Club of Albury. 
Followed by judging for Concours d'Elegance, 
the Vidler Shield and the Gymkhana events. 

7 p.m. aperitifs in Stardust Room at the Boomer- 
ang. 7.30 p.m. Official Dinner in the Boomer- 
ang Hotel Motel. Monday 12th June depart for 
home. 


GYMKHANA results: 


Overall winner: John Stamp 186.7 seconds 1922 
Silver Ghost Rolls-Royce. 

Event winners: 

Event 1: G. Sandford=Morgan 32.6 secs 1934 

33 litre Bentley. 

Event 2: Maurice Markoff 15.2 secs 1953 R Type 
Bentley. 

Event 3: Robert Craig 37.0 secs 1930 20/25 
Rolls-Royce. 

Event 4: Frank Shield 71.8 secs 1933 20/25 
Rolls-Royce. > 


FEDERAL COUNCIL MEETING 1967 

The 9th meeting of Federal Council was 
held at the Albury Boomerang Motel on Friday 
9th June 1967, 2 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. All the 
year the Rolls-Royce Owners! Club exists as a 
number of disembodied State Branches. At this 
Federal meeting for a little while it has a co- 
operate existence; the Branches stop writing to 
each other and talk. 

This year in a pleasant room at the 
Boomerang were the Federal President, James 
Kelso, Federal Secretary John Rolls; from New 
South Wales, George Sevenoaks and Graeme 
Soderland; from Victoria, Patrick Kane-White; 
from South Australia Charles Wright; representing 
Western Australia Fred Miller Robinson. 

The Secretary read the excellent minutes 
of the 1966, the 8th meeting and they were duly 
confirmed. 

Western Australia applied for the 1968 
Rally and the meeting, by a majority vote, 
New South Wales dissenting, agreed to this and 
that the President and Federal Secretary should 
be nominated by Western Australia that year; 
further that the Vidler Shield and the Concours 
prize shall be at the disposal of the Western 
Australian Branch for that year. New South 
Wales stressed that their attitude is caused by 
the belief that there could be no substantial 
attendance of Members from the Eastern States 
without which the Rally could not be a success. 

South Australia were given the task of 
producing the Club Magazine (This present 
issue is the first from that Branch). The fol- 
lowing instructions were resolved: the name 
Praeclarum and the general format are not to 
be changed without approval of Federal Council, 
and it is to be produced not less frequently than 
twice a year. 

Federal Council is not to be held in 
future on the Saturday or the Sunday of the 
National Rally Meet. Federal Council must 
consent before the Rules of the Vidler Shield 
competition may be varied. In future a car 
which has won the overall Concours prize at a 
National Rally may wear a specially gold plated 
Rolls-Royce Owners Club Car Badge. 

It was announced that the Constitution 
change to allow up to 50% of the total member- 
ship to be Associates, had been passed with the 
necessary majority - NOT "jamority" as the 
official copy of the Minutes rather oddly mis- 
printed it. 0 


VIDLER SHIELD 


Age and Authenticity Trophy: presented by E. 
J. Vidler Esq. : Eric Rainsford 1912 Silver Ghost 
1853E Tourer 127 points 


CONCOURS RESULTS 


Concours d'Elegance et Etat: 

First: Eric Rainsford same car. 127 points 
Second: David Jones 1920 Silver Ghost 15CW 
Barker Tourer 120 points 
Class winners 

Veteran: First; Eric Rainsford same car. 
Vintage: First; David Jones same car. 

Vintage Second: David Davies 1922 Twenty 42 
GI Diskon and Molyneux Tourer 100 points 
P.V.T. First: Jack Jeffery 1933 PII Freestone & 
Webb Sports Saloon 99 MW. 100 points 
P.V.T. Second: John Joynes 1934 20/25 GXB8I 
Mulliner Saloon. 90 points 
Post War: ist Don & Bettine Sheil 1954 Silver 
Dawn R-R Standard Saloon. 79 points 
Post War: 2nd John Brodie 1952 Silver Dawn R=-R 
Standard Saloon. 78 points 


Bentley: First Dennis Manley 1934 34 litre B83 
BN Drophead Coupe Martin & King. 89 points 
Bentley: Second Gavin Sandford - Morgan 1934 
33 litre B35BN Tourer, 87 points 


AND I QUOTE ... (Extracts from Newsletters) 

"I should mention here Mr. & Mrs. Tom 
Pearsall who own the Boomerang Hotel Motel. 
I know it is their business from which they derive 
their income and alli that sort of thing but I have 
not yet encountered two people who went so far 
out of their way to help us and, indeed who 
helped me more than I would have dreamt or 
expected, and who were very largely responsible 
for making the week-end as successful as it was. 
The food at all the meals was as good as any 
and better than most hotel meals that I have had 
and at least five people told me that the buffet 
meal on the Saturday night was the best of its 
kind they have ever had". 

"I can't forget Mrs. Jean O'Loughlin 
who presided most of the time behind the hotel 
reception desk, smiling and unruffled and who 
was also of great assistance tome. The same 
remarks can also be applied to all the staff of the 
Boomerang for they, without exception were 
only too pleased to help. They were kept busy, 
but they were courteous and smiling all the time 
and | think you will agree with me that this 
makes all the difference. Two or three of them 
told me afterwards that they thought we were 
"lovely people" who were a pleasure to serve 
and they hoped we would come again. Mr. and 
Mrs. Pearsall must have a magic touch and I, 
for one, am very glad that they own the Boomer- 
ang, that we made it the headquarters for the 
weekend, and I am enormously grateful to them 
for all they did for us. Nothing was too much 
trouble. In fact they made it abundantly clear 
it was no trouble at ali". Patrick Kane-White [D> 
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VISIT TO ALL SAINTS VINEYARD 

"George Sutherland Smith, a Scot came 
to Australia from John O'Groats in the early 
1850's, and in 1864, seeing that other vineyards 
were springing up near Rutherglen, decided to 
plant one himself, and he determined that as 
many growers had taken the name of some Saint 
or other, he would call his All Saints. He did 
not know anything about wine making, but in 
1873 he won a medal at the Vienna International 
Exhibition for All Saints Sweet Red Wine, the 
first award won by any Australian wine". 

"Here in the thick winey atmosphere we 
saw the magnificent ancient casks which 
constitute the biggest oak storage in the Southern 
Hemisphere. Mr. Smith told us his Port is 
unique and we should all have some". 


David Mac Arthur 
THE INFORMAL DINNER 


"We gathered, all 284 adults and 14 
children, some nicely primed by the "starting 
carburettor" visit to the All Saints Winery". 

"After the usual catching up with 
acquaintances, a most lavish and well-prepared 
Smorgasbord meal was served and polished off. 
It was simply delicious - all types of meat and 
poultry, scrumptious salads, exotic hot dishes 
followed by sweets, cheese, biscuits & coffee". 

"Members and friends were welcomed by 
Federal President, Jim Kelso, who explained 
the following day's arrangements and asked all 
to pray for sunshine for the next day. Like all 
Jim's requests, this was done and the sun came 
forth on the Sunday". 

"The Victoria Branch President, Patrick 
Kane-White spoke on Hotel bookings and general 
organisation and he too welcomed Members and 
friends to the Rally". 

"One of the highlights of the evening 
was the superb seven foot long replica of a 1922 
20 hp tourer made by Victorian Member Claude 
Mason. This of course has to be seen to be 
appreciated and was a most interesting display. 
Its attention to detail is outstanding ~ right 
down to the miniature tool kit, and it is im- 
maculately painted and upholstered". 

"Some coloured slides of past Rallies 
were shown and all present felt that it was a 
well organised Dinner, in nice surroundings and 
great food with the nicest people you could 
meet anywhere", David Jones 


START OF THE DRIVE THROUGH ALBURY 
"Considerable difficulty was experienced 
in getting the cars lined up in date order on 
what half an hour before was a wide and almost 
deserted road. Suddenly it was no longer either 
wide or deserted because not only we had 97 
cars to position (and none of them could be 
called small) but Albury residents turned up in 
their cars to view the proceedings... It was a 
bit chaotic for a while". Patrick Kane- White 
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"Sunday dawned bright and clear and saw 
us all making for the start of the procession. 

It was rather difficult to decide who was trying 
to arrange what. There were so many people 
with different ideas, sending cars here and 
there and everywhere. (Remember, if you 
have not been asked to give directions at any 
time to Members trying to form a procession - 
keep out of the way. Nothing is more frustrat- 
ing than having several persons giving 
directions and then find they had nothing to do 
with things anyway, and now you are miles 
from where you should be)". 

"Eventually it was all sorted out and 
the panic died down to find 95 cars (whatever 
happened to the other 2? Ed) lined up and 
ready for the Police to lead off". 

Graeme Soderland 
ALBURY SHOWGROUNDS: CONCOURS 

"A walk around the gathered cars was 
rather hard to manage. One had to look at so 
many and the memory of one car is overshadow- 
ed by the misty memory of so many. In the 
Ghosts, Eric Rainsford's and the Nareeb Ghost of 
David Jones were a delight to see. My thoughts 
went out to a little Twenty I had helped to 
restore, Kevin Bruces' which is fitted with an 
Austin Carriage Company saloon body. Kevin 
kindly allowed me to drive it, and when driving 
it one feels so superior. The seats are arranged 
so that there can never be any slumping at the 
wheel: a truly delightful car. Then there is our 
own dear old Emily gleaming with her new 
coachwork, She has long been a favourite of so 
many of us". 

"In the 20/25's we saw Old Maud looking 
her magnificent best. The Shields car with its 
timber panels inside the woodwork. (Something 
about that car I like must be the cocktail 
cabinet. Must have one in mine). The Legh's 
little coupe and, wonder of all, a genuine 
shooting brake. I was, I admit a bit wary of 
this car at first, but the owner assured me it did 
not have the death-watch beetle in its timbers". 

"In the 25/30's none could compare with 
Gordon Pennington's superb little limousine. 

We all missed Len Partridge this year, but per- 
haps next year we will see the other 25/30 of the 
New South Wales Branch", 

"There were Phantom III's everywhere. 
Phanton II's were few but those were fabulous. 
Jack Jefferey's car looking at its best and Sep 
Hall's majestic Barker. The Wraiths, Dawns, 
Clouds and Shadows were all there too, but I 
still think it is the day of the earlier models. 
John Brodie's Dawn was an outstanding car and 
showed all the signs of the long hours of work 
put in to it". 

"The Bentleys. Did you see the one that 
has since been advertised for sale, the one that 
won first prize in the Bentley section?" 

Graeme Soderland 0 


1934 33, Sandford-Morgan body, B35 BN, 
Gavin Sandford~Morgan 


. TN. di 


1923 SG Martin & King 67 LK Helsham Wheeler 


Two views of 1925 Chassis PI 11 RC Donald Shield 


All photos F.M. Robinson 
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1934 PII Owen/Gurney Nutting 60 SK, 1939 Wraith Halvorsen (Sydney) WEC23 
Brian Healey F.M. Robinson 


1926 PI Jackson, Jones & Collins 30 LC 1922 Twenty Diskon and Molyneux 42GI 
Max Rankin David Davis 
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PI Martin & King 44 WR Claude Robinson 1952 Continental Mulliner BC12A Ian Dodd 


1928 
All photos F.M. Robinson 
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NOT SO MUCH A MOTOR CAR ... 


The heading above and the footline 
below form the title of an article which appeared 
in the Australian Bulletin, and described a visit 
to the Motor Car Division at Crewe. In it an 
executive remarks, 'We know the vast majority 
of our customers by name. Many by their first 
names." 

This seems remarkable, yet, isn't it the 
blessed truth and isn't Jack Vidler the living 
witness of it? 

Somehow, over the years he has arranged 
to meet us one by one, to be introduced by some 
close friend -- and Jack is on first name terms 
with another owner or potential owner, quietly, 
easily, naturally. 

There is the 'cachet' that this is a man 
from Rolls-Royce - one of the Beautiful People 
as the Bulletin article puts it with odd aptness. 
There is the pleasant magic of Jack's slightly 
crooked smile. There is his interest, which 
you are sure is real, in you and your motor car 
problems. There is the aura of quiet confidence - 
of an absolute master of the motor car as a 
means of human transportation, for he was a 
Rolls-Royce test driver no less. 

There comes the day when you seat your- 
self behind the wheel of your first Rolls-Royce - 
or perhaps it is your twentieth. Perhaps it is 
freshly unwrapped from Crewe, perhaps it --- 
well it could be any age for Jack has placed all 
kinds of suitable cars in the hands of deserving 
owners, but, it is to be expected that he has 
been happiest when it is a new car, for a first- 
time owner, 

Jack always seems to have become a 
close friend in the months beforehand when you 
never really thought you were going to buy a 
Shadow; but somehow, you did (and perhaps 
behind that quiet smile, he knows why), so what 
should be more natural than that he should be 
there to be the person you tell about those little 
things that are not quite what you expect a Rolls- 
Royce to be. Be it casy or be it hard, Jack says 
it will be fixed, and fixed it is. There is a 
determination behind his geniality. 

This should all have been written in the 
past tense, for these things won't happen again. 
Now all Owners are a deprived group, and no 
more will their telephones ring and they find 
themselves talking to Jack about the pleasures 
and the problems of Ownership. He is now 
limited to Diesels in Victoria who now become 
the Lucky People. The loss to all of us is great, 
the strain on the goodwill of new Owners is so 
considerable that one wanders whether even 
Rolls-Royce have made a mistake, just this 
one? 


We all wish him happiness in his new 
position. From his record, we know he will 
make a success of it. 

We Owners all over Australia who have 
had the pleasure of fairly regular contact with 
him, will have to wait for the National Rally or 
the Queen's Birthday each year. He will be 
there, if he can, as our Honoured Life Member, 
a position given to him for the general reasons 
outlined above and for a special reason now to 
be recorded. 

This will be good because knowing Jack 
has become more than friendship, it's ... MORE 
A WAY OF LIFE. 


THE VIDLER SHIELD 

Jack Vidler has always taken an interest 
in Members! cars beyond the call of duty to the 
Company. 

He has a true love for the older Rolls- 
Royce cars especially those which are well pre- 
served and original, So he decided in 1961 to 
present to the Rolls-Royce Owners' Club a Trophy 
for Perpetual Competition at the Annual National 
Rally. It is in the form of a Shield bearing the 
Club's Motor Car Badge. It was first won in 
1962 by Terry Bruce with a delightful 20 HP li- 
mousine which is now owned by Percy Markham, 
the President of the Western Australian Branch. 
The present holder is Eric Rainsford, President 
of the South Australian Branch and Federal 
President for 1967-68. 

It is for cars manufactured before the 
1939-45 war. Points are given on a sliding scale 
for each year of age from 2 per year at 1938 to 
5 per year before 1914. Winners at the three 
previous years are penalised 50, 20 and 10 
points. Only the engine and chassis are judged 
and cleanliness is not taken into account, nor 
mechanical condition within reason. Various 
penalties are provided for missing or un-original 
items. Varying from instant disqualification for 
a missing or incorrect engine to 10 points if 
the item is a shock absorber. Partial losses are 
provided for more or less suitable substitution. 


The General description of the Compe- 
tition says "Subject to Age Allowance and Recent 
Winner Penalty, the Trophy shall be awarded to 
the Rolls-Royce car which is most nearly in 
accordance with original specification." It is 
Jack Vidler's personal Trophy and is not presented 
by Rolls-Royce Ltd. 


VIDLER THE COMPANY MAN 

Wherever he is, whatever he is doing, 
however happy and detached he may seem Jack 
Vidler is always a Company man. It is just 
fortunate for us and perhaps more for the Com- 
pany that he can manage this and be the chap 
we know. 


In the Company he is "VIr". 


Starting way back with Royce (R) and 
Claude Johnson (CJ) important Rolls-Royce 
people have been known by letters, not neces- 
sarily their initials, in fact more often it is a 
sort of shorthand for the name: as Robotham 
(Rbm) Hives (Hs). Hence Vidler (Vlr) and this 
is a measure of his position in Rolls-Royce. 

To help with this article he has kindly 
agreed to provide information about his service 
with the Company. As one might expect, it 
tells more about Rolls-Royce than about himself 
and is so interesting that it will be published as 
an article on its own and only the briefest ex- 
tracts follow. 

Jack is a Londoner born at a beautiful 
address: the corner of Walnut Tree Walk and 
Lambeth Walk. His father is part of the history 
of British motoring (perhaps more of this anon) 
and was then General Manager of British 
Darracq. 

After apprenticeship at the Standard 
Motor Company, to Rileys and started road test- 
ing. 

Began in 1936 with Rolls-Royce as a 
fitter and tester on 25/30's and later PIII's. 
After 15 months worked in the holy-of-holies, 
the Experimental Department, then in 1937 
went on to Merlin engine manufacture - fitting 
connecting rods, crankshaft sub-assemblies, 
complete engine assemblies and finally strip 
inspection. 

When war came Jack wanted to be near 
fighting so he became a Company service 
engineer with the Squadrons fighting the Battle 
for Britain. Behind the Hurricane and the Spit- 
fire was the utter dependability of the Merlin 
and behind it was Jack Vidler jolly well making 
sure it was dependable. He has many inter- 
esting stories of this period but we will press on 
and follow him off to India, Ceylon, and Burma 
dressed in RAF officer's uniform, working as a 
special duty officer wherever Merlins were 
performing (and wasn't that nearly everywhere?) 

When Japan was defeated he went into 
Singapore to establish engine service facilities 
and then home in November 1945, presumably to 
get out of uniform and then he went back to the 
East until June 1946, then back to England to 
become a jet engine expert and to train Rolls- 
Royce and RAF personnel in their operation and 
maintenance. Not many would know he was 
the R-R engine man on a team sent to promote 
Gkoster plane sales in Turkey. 

Then after a period as liaison officer 
between Rolls-Royce and the RAF he took a 
similar position between Rolls-Royce and the 
RAAF, (after a not very enjoyable interlude at 
desk work). 

This sort of work continued until 1954 
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when he became the Jack Vidler we know: the 
representative of the Motor Car Division official- 
ly covering Australasia with visiting to Singa- 
pore, Malaya, Japan and Hongkong. 

In 1967 he was transferred to Rolls-Royce 
of Australia Pty. Ltd. and given the job of 
looking after the Company's diesel engine 
activities in Victoria with a view to trying to 
increase sales and improve the general service 
public relations aspect. 

So now VIr stands one degree removed 
from us, and that is why this article is written: 
in a way to say good-bye, in a way to know him 
better.0 


JACK VIDLER 


THE VIDLER SHIELD 


VINTAGE BILL FLEMING 


Something good has been happening to New South Wales Owners from time to time: they 
have been able to read articles by Major W.G.R. Fleming of the Papua New Guinea Command. 
Now a wider audience is introduced to these delights with slight, very slight apologies from 
Praeclarum to the Newsouthwelshmen for this is surely vintage writing to be enjoyed more with each 
fresh reading. He is Owner of 1924 Silver Ghost Smith & Waddington Tourer Ch. No. 47AV. 


WATER IN THE BORE 

Essential pre-requisites: patience, 
tolerance and a restrained and undemonstrative 
worship of Henry Royce and his creations. 


DIAGNOSIS, A prudent owner would not simply 
jump into his Ghost and press the starting button; 
rather would he, following respectful contempla- 
tion, remove what dust the elements have 
brought, and then, after carefully turning the 
Silver Lady, open the bonnet, prime the carbu- 
rettor by depressing but NOT jiggling the carbu- 
rettor float, build up air pressure if need be, and 
finally, before starting the engine turn it over 
by the starting handle to remove the possibility 
of hydraulicing with its resultant damage. There 
may well come a time when he may detect 
hydraulicing. "The engine may be impossible to 
turn, or the starting handle may kick back or the 
exhaust, upon the engine being first run may 
spout out a great deal of moisture and steam, or 
perhaps on checking the sump oil level by means 
of the overflow pipe, an excess of oily water 
may gush out, while of course any excessive 
consumption of water without visible leaks or 
ebullition would make the prudent Owner con- 
clude that the water may have gone - well, 

into the bore. 

The diagnosis of water in the bore may 
be positively confirmed by filling the radiator 
and letting the car stand overnight. On the 
morrow, the water level in the radiator will 
have gone down, and by removing the valve caps 
and turning the engine by hand, a neat little 
lake 45" in diameter will be disclosed in one of 
the bores or more. 


TREATMENT. The trifling ailment having 
been thus disclosed, the radiator should be 
drained to keep ALL the water from going into 
the bore, water should be sucked from the bore 
with a syringe, the sump drained, all bores and 
the crankshaft liberally flushed out with kerosene 
and then oil, caps and plugs replaced, the 
bonnet shut, the motor house secured, and then 
the owner, remembering the primary virtues of 
tolerance, patience and reverence should go 
away for the week-end, perhaps to drink and 
forget his troubles. 


CAUSES. When his nerves are steady again the 
owner should lift the block, using the modified 


Fleming Green method. With it sitting on 

the bench in the motor house the cause may be 
seen. The water may have come in around that 
welsh plug at the top of the cylinder, because of 
corrosion or the plug not seating properly OR the 
block itself or its cylinder insert may have 
cracked, because of insufficient water, piston 
failure or seizing of the piston or rusting through. 
It was decided to scrap the "Shropshire" after 

"a large piece of machinery fell through her 
bottom", 


SOLUTIONS. Where the fault is in the welsh 
plug, a new one can be turned up - after you 
have got the old one out. To do this, one must 
"un-sew" the numerous little nuts from the studs 
which Royce devised to hold on the top covers 
of the water spaces. So after cleaning out the 
water chambers, grinding the valves, re- 
assembling the engine and setting the tappets, 
the engine is once again ready to be started, 
after due precautions to detect hydraulicing. 

Where the block itself is damaged, per- 
haps time off should be taken to buy a lottery 
ticket. All is not lost, however. You may be 
able to procure another block. This is not 
impossible as many chassis have been scrapped 
and the first step is to ask as many Ghost Owners 
as you can find. The pistons should be carefully 
mated to the block and for this you pray for a 
block which is not larger in the bore than yours. 
Do not throw away your old block, someone else 
may be in even greater trouble one day. 

Blocks can be repaired or re~sleeved or 
one may use preparations such as "Chemiweld".0 
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JOHN FASAL ESQ. 

This young man, having descended upon 
us from England via America has left us for 
England via the Middle East. While he was 
here he travelled inexorably over the country- 
side seeing and documenting Rolls-Royce cars 
and it is certain he has scen more surviving Rolls- 
Royce cars than anyone, even including our 
friends, the personnel of the various service 
depots. 

In the first two weeks after leaving 
Perth he has been to Singapore, Malaya, 
Hongkong, Macao, Bangkok, Cambodia, 
Vietnam (in passing). The sort of tour many 
Australians have been doing, but in that time 
he has collected information on, or actually 
seen, sixty-one Rolls-Royce or Bentley cars, 
and such pieces of recent history as Hongkong 
has Twenty Clouds, Three Shadows and Four 
Phantom V's. 

He reports one desirable Phantom II for 
sale. It is a 1931 four door sports saloon by 
Freestone and Webb, Chassis No. 74 MS. There 
is a spare engine with it which has an aluminium 
head made by R-R in 1956. The owner is 
Commander K.W, Kirby R.B.L. 183 Repulse 
Bay, Hongkong. He is asking $5,500 U.S. 
Inquiries to the Cdr. A picture is published 
herewith which shows it to be an interesting car, 

Also he reports that one of Percy Mark- 
ham's cars is for sale. 1935 20/25 Hooper 
Sports Saloon GBJ 51 at $3000. Colour Fawn 
with brown mudguards. This is published only 
as a rumour as it has not been checked with the 
owner. 

A few extracts from his letter to the 
editor (Editor's comments in brackets) are 
published. "On the way from Perth to Singapore, 
I asked one of the hostesses Miss Nagris Husain 
if it were difficult to contact Maharajas to see 
their pre-war Rolls-Royces. Her reply was 
"You will find them very easy to approach and 
in fact I know one very well, the (I will omit 
the name - partly because of the difficulty of 
spelling it)". He is known to her as Jimmy 
(perhaps due to the difficulty of saying it) and 
Nagris suggests that I telephone him from Delhi. 
Apparently he is a young car enthusiast and 
might fly down from Lucknow to show me around 


India." (Lookout India, Fasal is about to descend). 


"Upon arrival at Singapore I was offered 
accommodation by Airport Policeman No. 36, 
alias Mahomet Ali bin Hassan. The 5'2" copper 
said "You trust me and I trust you". Ali is the 
adopted brother of the Sultan of Selangor. 

(The incredible part it is probably true - if it 
were you or me it would turn out to be a crook 
who would take us down for our last penny - 
cent)". 

I met Henry Stonor in Malaya, a delight- 
ful character with a 1926 Twenty Hooper Tourer 


1) 


4 


1926 20 GCK 


GCK 32, a 1924 Blue Label Bentley and an 
Alvis Drophead. Field rats live in the cars and 
it was startling to see them run across the top 
of the instrument panel as we entered the 
vehicle. Once he found a snake curled up on 
the back floor. No rats on that occasion", 

He went to Angkor and saw the Khmer 
ruins. If you do not know them, they defy 
description. If you do, description is not 
necessary. Perhaps the picture will help? 
"One single temple of about 100 is described 
as "unquestionably the greatest architectural 
creation in the whole of Asia" (and this in- 
cludes the Taj Mahal?) 

His letter ends. "At present I have 
about thirty addresses in India and till 11th 
October, shall be searching out Rolls Owners". 
(I fully expect he will find some.) Q 


1926 PI 57 SC Barker in Singapore 


1931 PII MS74 in Hongkong (for sale) 


* 


2 in Johore 


 . 
See article next page 


1. Bangkok Royal Palace 


2. Bangkok Emerald 
Buddha Temple 


3. Mr. A.D. Griffiths 
Wraith-Mulliner 


4. Angkor Ruins 


Cambodia 

5. 1932 20/25 GHW 73 
Hongkong 

6. The Griffiths! Wraith 
Engine 


7. The "Rat Car" 20, 
GCK 32 1926 Hooper 


8. "Rat" car again (see 
story) Johore 
9. Bangkok Royal Palace 
10. 1926 PI 57 SC 
Barker Singapore 


11. 1932 20/25 GHW 73 
Park Ward Hongkong 


12. Alvis and Mascot 
Johore 


Photos 3 & 6 M. Bennet, 
all others J. Fasal 


THE A.D. GRIFFITHS SILVER WRAITH 


"The last really classic Rolls-Royce ... 
Rolls-Royce ... superb high seating position .. 
exceedingly luxurious armchairs ... 


cheque books? But, no, it is not an advertisement. 


superlatives to describe his friend's Silver Wraith. 


Details: 1950 Silver Wraith H.J. Mulliner Saloon Ch. No. WGC3. 


soft carpeted footrests. 


a body type one of the most beautiful fitted to a 
. sumptuously appointed rear compartment ... two 


Typically Mulliner". Reaching for your 
It is contributor Martin I, Bennett reaching for 


Registration No. HLE 


524. Owner, Member, A.D.F,. Griffiths Esq., 96 Aphrasia Street, Newtown, Geelong, Vic. 


The Silver Wraith was the last classic 
Rolls-Royce, designed before the war, but not 
offered to the public until 1946. The one owned 
by Mr. A.D.F. Griffiths of Geelong is fitted 
with close~coupled sports limousine coachwork 
by H.J. Mulliner of Chiswick, a body type which 
I consider to be one of the most beautiful and 
graceful ever fitted to a Rolls-Royce chassis. 
Resplendent in its Shell Grey over Dawn Blue 
Livery it is a familiar sight to Geelong residents, 
other motorists stopping to wave it on its silky 
silent way. 

Upon stepping up into this superlative 
car, the heavy door closes with that pleasing 
"clunk" so characteristic of fine coachwork. The 
front seat passengers enjoy the superb high seating 
position characteristic of Rolls-Royce cars in 
luxuriously shaped seats, the driver's being ad- 
justable. To ride in the front compartment 
imports a feeling of elated confidence with the 
knowledge that, behind that aristocratic bonnet 
one is safe - as motoring can permit one to be, 

The bulkhead separating the front seats 
from the sumptuously appointed rear compart- 
ment has built into it an electrically operated 
glass division, folding tables, ashtrays and a 
radio speaker cabinet. The rear seat of light 
grey West of England cloth may be divided into 
two exceedingly luxurious armchairs by folding 
into position a large centre armrest. Controls for 


RUM PIE 


the division glass and interior lights are fitted in 
the ends of the fixed armrests, Typically 
Mulliner, two soft-carpeted footrests are provided 
on the floor, Built into the rear quarters aft of 
the doors are two exquisitely shaped vanity 
mirrors in figured grain walnut to match the 
cabinetwork, door garnish rails and instrument 
panels. These mirrors may be illuminated for 
use at night. Two rather interesting features of 
this particularly pleasing coachwork are the sun 
visors which instead of being hinged disappear 
into slots in the West of England cloth headlining, 
and the narrow section chromium plated window 
frames which are modern Rolls-Royce practice. 

With the touch of the starter button, the 
six-cylinder 44 litre, inlet over exhaust valve 
engine came instantly and practically impercep- 
tibly to life. Creeping through Geelong streets 
in top gear the incredible flexibility of the engine 
became very much apparent, as did the silky 
smoothness and silence of the car in general. 

So unobtrusive was the engine that when Mr. 
Griffiths left me in the car for a few minutes I 
did not at first realise he had left the engine 
running. 

It is my considered opinion that these 
earlier Silver Wraiths were among the finest ever 
produced by Rolls-Royce and deserve a place 
alongside the supreme and immortal Phantom II 
and the Silver Ghost. 0 


(Why shouldn't everybody have Rum Pie?) 


The New South Wales Newsletter "London & Derby" for September 1967 contained an 
ecstatic description of a rum pie provided for a Club party. The editor, Graham Soderland pre~ 
vailed upon the maker Mrs. Pennington for the formula 


Mrs, Pennington's Rum Pie 


Pastry: 6 oz. flour, 3 oz. butter, 2 tablespoons 
of HOT water (preferably from a Silver Ghost), 
one teaspoon of sugar. Sift flour and rub in 
butter, dissolve sugar in hot water before adding 
to flour. Mix to soft dough and chill for fifteen 
to twenty minutes. Roll out and line eight inch 
pie dish. Cook in hot (400°) oven for fifteen 
minutes. Cool. 


Rum Cream Filling: 3 egg yolks, 1 tablespoon 
soft butter, 5 cup of sugar, 1 dessertspoon of 
gelatine, 4 cup of dark rum, $§ pint of cream. 
Beat egg yolks, butter and gradually add sugar, 
Beat until frothy. In saucepan soften gelatine 
in cold water, bring to boil over low heat. 
Slowly pour in egg mixture beating well all the 
time. Whip cream until stiff and fold into egg 
mixture, then gently fold in rum. Refrigerate 
4 minutes. Pile into pastry shell, chill 3 to 4 
hours. 


Decorate with chocolate and extra cream if desired. 
Mrs. Pennington has disclaimed any responsibility for untoward side effects. 
(A male reader wants to know how you "gently fold in rum"). 
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FURTHER READING 


CAR NAMES General & particular 


Many Australian Owners have given 
affectionate names to their cars. "Pumpkin" could 
be the car best known to our members and to the 
public at large in Sydney. One can think of many 
more. 


(Indeed it is our hope to have an article on such 
names, so would all Owners who have bestowed 
affectionate names please send details to the Editor 
with a photo of the car and the affectionate Owner. ) 


The practice has a respectable history. In 
the early days many owners gave names to their 
cars. Often they were frivolous or boastful, one at 
least was so descriptive that it became the type 
name for the 40/50 HP for nearly 20 years and set 
the tradition of giving type names to Rolls-Royce 
cars, all associated with the spirit world. 

Earlier than this, the name Grey Ghost was 
applied to the prototype Heavy Twenty. 

There were two modified Silver Ghosts made 
in 1908 for the 200 miles International and the 6 
days Scottish trials. To secure better performance 
and economy the traditional silence was sacrificed 
to such an extent that Claude Johnson , the Com- 
pany's presiding genius, in some distaste named 
them the Silver Rogue and the White Knave. 

The signal success of Rolls-Royce sales in 
India began with the Pearl of the East which won 
the Bombay-Kolhapur Trial and the Mysore Cup. 

We all know the story of the London - to - 
Edinburgh that prosaic name given to the remar- 
kable car which many think to have been the proto- 
type of all touring cars of the vintage era. 

Equally well known to be sure, were the 
Alpine Eagles which distinguished themselves in the 
1913 Austrian Alpine Trial. 

Not everyone knows the Company intended 
to call the model the Continental. The motoring 
world decided otherwise and the name Continental 
had to wait for the Phantom II and later Bentleys. 

When the Twenty horse power was under 
test in 1922, it ran under the pseudonym of 
Cinderella which was engraved on its hub-caps, a 
deceit that is part of the secrecy which has always 
surrounded the Experimental Department. The 
first production Twenties were known, at Derby at 
least, as Goshawks, but this name did not survive 
and the Twenty grew up as a number-instead-of-a 
name job right up to when the 25/30 was modified 
a little more and became the Wraith. 

Phantom III Owners may not be pleased to 
hear that in the Experimental Department, the 12 
cylinder was called the Spectre. 

Going back to the middle 1920's, when the 
Silver Ghost was given a new engine it was called 
the New Phantom. When the new engine was put 
into a new chassis, the word new was dropped, and 
we have the Phantom II of hallowed memory. 
Then the name New Phantom was dropped, perhaps 
in admission that it was not all that new. 


The Phantoms were thought to have come 
to an end with the III, a completely new car with 
twelve little cylinders instead of six very large ones. 
However, it was revived when a straight-eight 
commercial engine was put in a more or less stand- 
ard chassis and a special body put on for Princess 
Elizabeth, now the Queen. Fifteen more were made 
with a kind of eager reluctance for ''permanent 
heads of State". Some private citizen now owns the 
ex-Queen P [V. Wonder who? 

And this was not the end: the Phantom 
cannot be laid and now exists as the Vth of the ilk, 
being a Silver Shadow cut in halves across the 
centre of the cruciform bracing and 22 inches extra 
inserted. 

From Phantoms, back to Wraiths: after the 
War, the car which was to become the Silver Dawn 
when fitted with the Company's own standard steel 
body, was sold as chassis only and called the Silver 
Wraith. 

The names of Bentleys have mostly been 
quite prosaic, being numbers which state their 
engine capacity in litres, or Mk VI or R, S or T 
type. There has been a Continental more or less 
continuously and a Flying Spur, no less. 0 


PHOTOGRAPHS ON BACK COVER ? 
of the 1967 Rally at Albury by Fred English 


Claude Mason Showing his "R-R Bantam". 
1935 PII 44 UK at Howlong. 

Richard West and Dad's 1936 PIII 3AZ56. 
Peter, Wendy Shaw, 1951 Mk6, B153LH 
1960 $2 B25CT and 1935 PII] DEX202. 
1939 PIII BDK108 and 1953 SW BLW 78. 
1923 SG 67LK and 1922 SG20HG. 

1951 Mk6 B160MD, Denis Manly and Brian 
Matthews. 
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More Rally pictures will be published in the next 
issue of "Praeclarum". 


PRAECLARUM IS FOR SALE 

No, not outright, just copy by copy, at 
60 cents the copy. At 60 cents per copy, one 
copy per member it is a losing proposition. 
Extra copies do not cost much more than the 
paper they are printed on. If we could sell these 
to non-members, it would be possible to print 
the present magazine without loss, and we might 
be able to do some of the little things the 
Victorians longed to do to make it a magazine 
worthy of its Name. 

Will you now help by showing your copy 
to friends, fellow car enthusiastics, members of 
other car clubs, to anyone to whom the Name 
has Magic, and isn't that nearly everyone? 

Fellow Owners, if you will do this, we 
at this end will work to make it better and 
better as you get more and more people to 
provide the necessary "lolly" - at the rate of 
$2.40 per annum payable in advance to the 
Editor, Praeclarum, 188 North Terrace, 
Adelaide, 5000. 
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List of captions printed inside back cover. 


